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Decision-making of aspiring (re)migrants to or within the
EU: the case of Hong Kong and Chinese mainland

The purpose of this presentation is to discuss the findings collected by the Hong
Kong/mainland China team through the AspirE project, focusing on the decision-making of
aspiring Asian (re)migrants to and within the EU. The research has adopted mixed-method
qualitative research design, which consists of policy analysis; 10 expert interviews;
interviews with 25 migrants, social network mapping of 13 migrants; one-year video diaries
of 6 migrants and a focus group with 6 migrants and migration experts, and, a focus group
conducted with the Portuguese team with 10 migrants and migration experts from Hong
Kong and Portugal. The research design is developed through the humanising framework,
which highlights the human aspects of decision-making of (non-)migration and remigration.
The results show that migration policies and migrants’ behaviour are inextricably linked.
Migrants’ behaviour can change over time as their personal interests and circumstances
evolve, and as immigration policies shift. i5e
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Mapping privileged mobility: how, why and when Chinese
migrants navigate preferential visa pathways to Portugal

This presentation examines the decision-making processes of Chinese migrants navigating
privileged migration channels to Portugal. Drawing on policy analysis, expert interviews,
social network mapping, semi-structured interviews, and longitudinal video diaries, three
core questions underpin this talk: how migration regimes anticipate migrant behaviour, why
individuals choose to migrate or stay, and when these decisions evolve. Findings reveal
that Portugal’s historically permissive migration regime until April 2024, through pathways
such as the Golden Visa, D7, and student visas, has attracted investors, lifestyle migrants,
and students seeking quality of life, education, and mobility. However, after that date,
bureaucratic delays, rising living costs, and recent policy restrictions challenge retention.
Migrants’ aspirations are shaped by economic security, family futures, and lifestyle
priorities, while decisions fluctuate over time in response to structural changes and
personal circumstances. The report highlights Portugal as a laboratory within the EU for
understanding the temporality and complexity of migration decisions. —
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Choosing whether to migrate: lifestyle aspirations, decision-making,
and privileged mobility among Japanese migrants to Europe

This presentation examines the decision-making processes of Japanese people with an
intention to migrate to one of the 6 European countries included in the AspirE project. The
research aims to answer the project’s three key questions: (1) How do migration regimes in
the countries of origin and destination consider (aspiring) (re)migrants’ behaviour in their
policies? (2) Why do people decide to (re)migrate or to stay? and (3) When do individuals’
migration decisions evolve? Drawing on a policy content analysis, 10 expert interviews, 29
semi-structured interviews with Japanese nationals, 13 social network mapping analyses,
26 video diaries, and 2 focus group discussions, the findings show that Japanese migration
to Europe is driven by lifestyle preferences, better job opportunities, and growing
pessimism about Japan’s economic and social outlook. Although Japanese nationals
benefit from relatively easy visa access, aspirations to migrate often depend on prior
overseas experience. Japan’s rigid job market can discourage migration, particularly among
men and elite graduates in secure positions, whereas women are comparatively more likely
to consider moving abroad.

- s

Gracia Liu-Farrer 2
'3 Principal Investigator gl
3-3 >

*S

Miyako Hayakawa (presenter) S

— Postdoctoral Researcher @,
~<

To return or stay: mobility aspirations of Japanese migrants
in Germany

This subproject analyses the migration decision-making of Japanese (re)migrants living in
Germany through AspirE’s three main questions: (1) How do migration regimes in the
countries of origin and destination consider (aspiring) (re)migrants’ behaviour in their
policies? (2) Why do Japanese migrants decide to remigrate or to stay in Germany? (3)
When do individuals’ migration decisions evolve? These questions were addressed using
qualitative and participatory research methods. Findings show that most of the
participants do not aspire or intend to migrate onward. The German immigration regime
scarcely addresses aspirations of onward migration; instead, it treats Japanese migrants
favourably by providing eased entry and access to the labour market (as part of a group
comprising several nationalities from outside the EU). Migrants make their subsequent
mobility decisions based on factors from the spheres of family, career, and lifestyle. Their
aspirations evolve during (anticipated) life phase transitions, career transformations, and as
a result of individualised or structural triggers, such as ending visa validity or changes in
the migration regimes.
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Migration aspirations, labour markets, and state policies in the
evolving Philippines-Europe migration corridor

This presentation shares consolidated findings from the multi-method qualitative research
on the Philippines-Europe migration corridor. As part of the AspirE research project, the
case study examined the same questions: (1) How do migration regimes in the countries of
origin and destination consider (aspiring) (re)migrants’ behaviour in their policies? (2) Why
do people decide to (re)migrate or to stay? and (3) When do individuals’ migration
decisions evolve? Findings show that state interests are central in migration regimes
which may not be alighed with migrants’ aspirations and practices. The study’s findings
contribute to the literature on migration aspirations in the context of voluntary, large-scale
and sustained migration and in understanding the role of kin and network-based migration
to Italy and developments in growing migration cooperation of the Philippines with
Germany, the Czech Republic and Finland.
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Decision-making of aspiring (re)migrants to or within the EU:
the case of Italy

Drawing on migration policy content analysis and qualitative data (interviews, network
analysis, focus groups, and video diaries), this presentation investigates how legal
frameworks, socio-economic factors, and intergenerational dynamics shape migration
aspirations, mobility trajectories, and individual and collective strategies, focusing on Italy
and the Filipino community. Italy’s migration regime reveals a persistent tension between
restrictive control and selective flexibility, as illustrated by the “decreto flussi” and
regularisation mechanisms. Filipino migration, historically feminized and concentrated in
domestic work, now exhibits more diversified and intergenerational mobility patterns.
Younger generations face obstacles to professional advancement and intra-European
mobility despite long-term residence, while citizenship emerges as a crucial factor for
aspiration and agency. Temporal dimensions further underscore migration as a dynamic
process, where decisions to migrate, stay, or return are continuously shaped by the
interplay of aspirations, constraints, and generationally mediated senses of belonging.
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Ambiguity in seasonal labour mobility: a multi-scalar study of
Thai wild berry pickers in Finland

This presentation analyses the seasonal migration of Thai workers, primarily farmers from
the Isan region, to Finland for wild berry-picking during the summer months. Since 2005,
this annual flow of 2,000-4,000 Thai migrants has become a significant, yet complex,
component of the Finnish wild berry industry. The migration exemplifies the regulatory
ambiguity inherent in arrangements facilitated by both sending and receiving states. Until
2023, Thai wild berry pickers traveled on Schengen visas, classified by the Thai state as
labour migrants but by Finnish authorities as tourists or visitors. This discrepancy denied
pickers formal worker status and Finnish labour protection mechanism, exposing them to
substantial risks, including debt bondage, uncertain income, and precarious living and
working conditions. Employing a humanising approach and multi-scale analysis, this
presentation examines how origin and destination migration regimes address the behaviour
and aspirations of (re)migrants. The findings highlight the interconnectedness of migration
policy, intermediaries and individual migrants’ behaviours. Migrants are constrained by as
well as navigating migration infrastructure. The study also considers temporalities and
gendered aspects of this specific stream of migration.
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Seasonal and long-term Thai migrants in Finland: an analysis of

decision making from individual choices to migration governance

During the past two decades, 2,000 to 4,000 Thai nationals have travelled to Finland each
summer for seasonal berry-picking work. Additionally, the number of Thai women moving
to Finland as marriage migrants has grown from the 1990s onwards. This presentation
examines the material, temporal, and emotional dimensions of migration decision-making,
focusing on the factors influencing Thai migrants’ decisions to migrate from Thailand, stay
in Finland, return to Thailand, or remigrate within Europe. The connections between the
migrants’ behaviour and the Finnish migration regime were also studied. The results show
that 1) the emphasis of the Finnish migration regime is on control and limitations 2) the
seasonal berry pickers have ended up in a very vulnerable position and cases of human
trafficking have eventually led to changes in the legislation 3) marriage migration is a
multifaceted phenomenon where women consider various aspects (e.g. the daughter duty)
during their migration trajectories.
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Migration aspirations to the EU: the case of Vietham

This presentation explores the diverse aspirations and motivations driving long-term
settlement of Vietnamese migrants in the European Union. Using qualitative methods,
including policy analysis, expert and semi structured interviews, video diaries, social
network mapping, and focus-group discussions, the study highlights the dynamic factors
that shape the Vietnam-EU migration corridor. Findings show that both Vietnam and
destination countries incorporate human behaviour into their migration frameworks.
Migration aspirations are primarily driven by economic opportunities, education, and family
considerations, with gendered variations in motivation and strategy. Temporally, migration
decision-making unfolds progressively through adaptive adjustments and phases of
“waithood,” during which aspirations persist despite legal, financial, and familial
constraints. Migration aspirations as a dynamic, temporally negotiated process are shaped
by the interaction between policy, structural conditions, and individual capabilities.
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Decision-making of aspiring (re)migrants to or within the EU:
Vietnamese migrants in the Czech Republic

This presentation examines Vietnamese migration to the Czech Republic within the
framework of the AspirE project, focusing on how individual aspirations, family networks,
and structural conditions shape migration, onward, and return trajectories. Drawing on
policy analysis, expert interviews, social network mapping, in-depth interviews, and video
diaries, the study explores how migrants navigate restrictive governance systems and
limited legal pathways through kinship, brokerage, and community support. While Czech
migration policies remain highly securitised, migrants’ lived experiences reveal agency,
adaptability, and emotional investment in long-term settlement. Decisions to migrate,
stay, move onward, or return evolve over time, shaped by family obligations, life-course
transitions, and shifting aspirations. By combining institutional and human perspectives,
the Czech case highlights the interplay between policy structures and everyday lived
experiences in shaping migration trajectories.
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Policy context, family, and individual situation: the case of Asian
migrants staying in or moving out of Belgium

Despite economic crises, the COVID-19 pandemic, and tightened immigration policies,
Southeast/East Asian migration to Belgium continues. This presentation focuses on
this phenomenon, inquiring into how the migration regimes in Belgium and the
countries of origin of Asian migrants consider changing human behaviour in their
policies. It also asks why Asians decide to (re)migrate from or stay in Belgium, and
when their migration decisions evolve. The analysis of data collected from 2023 to
2024 using mixed methods and a humanising framework reveals that the migration
regimes of Belgium and Southeast/East Asians’ origin countries consider changing
human behaviour through the prism of risk (notably for the former) and opportunity
(notably for the latter). Family, individual professional projects, and gender roles play a
key role in Asian migrants’ decision to remigrate or stay. Finally, the more they attain
legal and professional stability combined with meaningful social networks, the more
they decide to stay.
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